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PLEASE AMEND CLAIMS 3-5, 7-9, 11-3 AND 15-20. 



I, Method for recogntei&g speech, 

* wherein a ftramnciatKm pee (PS) of possible pronunciation rules 
and/or sets thereof m provided, 

- wherein to said pronunciation space IPS) au at least approximative set 
of pronunciation rules (APR) is determined and/ or generated in accordance 
with a current pro&aaci&UOft I CP) and/ or accent of a current speaker, and 

* wherein at teas! one current lexicon IC'U or a dictionary of pronun* 
elation variants which is employed for recognition is adapted to said current 
speaker by applying at least said approximative set of pronunciation rules 
(APE) to St. thereby at least including speaker specific pronunciation variants 
i:.o said current lexicon iCLi 

3, Method according to claim %. wherein said step of adapting said current 
lexicon CCL) is earned out repeatedly, in particular after completed recognition 
steps and/ m obtained recognition results. 

3, (Amended) Method according to cimm 1, whereto said stop of determining 
aad/or generating s&ki appmximatiw set of pronunciation roles (APR) m carried out 
repeatedly, so as to iterattvoly find an approximative set of pronunciation rales (APP 
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fitting best m said carrcot pKmraiciatioQ (CP) «adfcr accent of said current speaker, m 
particular m consider t«mp«.ntl pronunciation sad/or accent variation® of said curreoi 
speaker and/ot in particular ate completed recognition steps snd/or obtained 
recognition resists. 

4, (Amended) Method recording to cUim i, wherein said $m)»«»ci»tio» space <PS) 
is generated ami/or provided in a ^-pfocessiag step, m particular in advance in a 
recogm tion process, 

5, (Amended) Method according to claim i, wherein said pronunciation space (PS) 
Is derived from a plurality and/or limited amabc* of so-eailed .Bige»pm»*s.»ciati«8S. 

Method according to claim 5, wherein said E4g««i»rowu«eiatioft» ar« 
derived from, contain ft»3/or are representative for certain and given prormn- 
ciatton rules and? or ssess. thereof, iii particular for at least one »<m«xrative 
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7. (Amended) Method according to cimm wherein mid pronunciation space (jP$ 
t§ «iodilIe<i during the process of recognition, la particular after completed recogaitio. 
steps, and/or ob? as net! recognition results and/or In particular by modifying mid 
El genpr onnmcl Mi on s . 

g. (Amended) Method according to claim I, wherein mid step of determining 
artd/or generating said approximative set of pronunciation, rules (APR) comprise* a st< 
Of determining a proriu«eiadoB-r«lnted position of a current speaker in said 
pronunciation space (FS), in particular in accordance with a current proinniciatkm {CI 
and/or accent of said current speaker. 

9, (Amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein said approximative set of 
pronunciation rules (APE) is chosen as a given and specific set of prononciatioa rides 
in said pronunciation space (P$)» m particular m a given and specific 
Eigenpronnnoiatlon thereof, which la a next neighbour of the speaker's current 
pronunciation in particular with respect to said prononciation-felated position, 

10. Method according to claim 9, wherein mwttl property of being: a next 
neighbour is evaluated by means of a certain given measure or distance 
function, In particular by an. Euclidean distance, in said pronunciation space 
{PS}. 
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I I , (Amended) Method aceojpdiflg to cimm h wherein said approximative set of 
gfoaaiiciation. rules (APE) Is chosen m a weighted mixture, superposition and/or die 
Mle of givm pmmm\ckitkm rales, sets, derivatives, sad/or components tliereof la said 
prownclM:io« sp&ca (PS), in pMtlctikf of said Blg^ptwimMiatloas. 

12. (Amended) Method according to claim I, wherein mid current lexicon (CL) is r 
eacfc ease at feast partially based oit and/or derived fmm a starting lexicon (SL) or 
initial lexicon, in particular on a canonical lexicon ©sseitdaily containing «afto»icai 
pronunciation variants of native speakers of a given target language (TIL) only and/or i 
particular in the case of changing to a diff creel ami/or new speaker, 

13. (Amended) Method recording to claim I, wherein the step of determining and/o 
generating said approximate set of pronunciation teles {APE} is at least partially hasec 
on and/or derived from a comparison of the enrrert prosouciatioa (CP) with a canonic; 
pronunciation, in parrieatar with respect to a g;ve« utterance, recognition fcs«l* and/or 
the like and/or in particular in the beginning of a reeognirioe session with a different 
and/or new speaker. 

14. Method according to claim IS, wherein said comparison is essentially 
based on a recognition step using said starting or canonical lexicon {SU as 
said current lexicon CCLh 
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15. (Amort Method according w claim I 3> wh^rem for said comparison m teast 
o&fc reeognkion step is repealed mhv& a phone or phoneme recognizer, &e to yield a 
sequence of actually uttered j>hor*es, ph&net&es* or the like. 

16, (Amended) Method according so cUum 13, wferem Cor $&ki cmrxpmrimn mid 
cwmnx pmmtnmmMM (CP) of $$M omf&m speaker la compared to a cpm>mcsl 
proTSimciation,. in psrtkr&l&r &o to gene rate an miihil sal of proTaiJ^euado^ -roles (IR) 
mid/or to locate rhe ^jroai3nci^t:|.0B*? : e}^4 position of mid current speaker m #aid 
pronunciation space (PS). 

17. ( Amended) Method according to claim L whetein from said current lexicon (CL) 
recognition related informaiiorn* pronunciation vammis and/or the like which are noi 
covered by the speaking behaviour and/or by the coxrem pronunciation of the current 
speaker are removed, so as to decrease the amount of data to be evaluated. 

18. (Amended) Method according to claim 1, which n t1es.ig.aed for & plurality of 
source languages (SL) mid/or. of target languages (IX), in. $wdcelat: with respect to sutkl 
BigenprDniinclatioM-. 

19. (Amended) System for rwjpirag speech which i$ capable of performing the 
method: according to claim I.. 

20. (Amended) Computer program product, comprising computer program means 
adapted to perforin and/or realise tte method for recognizing speech according to claim 
and/or the step* thereof when it is executed on a computer, a digital signal processing 
means and/or the like. 



